FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 15, 2018

Chief Constable Adam Palmer becomes the new CACP President
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA – The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) today announced that Chief
Constable Adam Palmer of the Vancouver Police Department has been elected to serve as the new President of
the association for a two-year term. Chief Palmer was unanimously supported by the membership of the CACP
during its Annual General Meeting in Halifax, on August 13th, 2018.
Chief Palmer took command as the 31st chief constable of the Vancouver Police
Department (VPD) in 2015 after serving as Deputy Chief between 2010 and
2015. Born and raised in the Vancouver area, he began his career with the VPD
in 1987, where he has worked in a variety of operational, investigative and
administrative areas. Prior to joining the VPD, he studied business
administration at Simon Fraser University and worked as a correctional officer.
Chief Palmer sits on the Metro Vancouver Transit Police Board, the Canadian
Police Knowledge Network Board of Directors, and the Criminology Advisory
Committee for Kwantlen Polytechnic University. He is a Board member of the
Combined Forces Special Enforcement Unit and is a member of the Criminal
Intelligence Service of Canada - National Executive Committee.
Chief Palmer has been a member of the CACP since 2010, and has served on the
association’s Counter-Terrorism & National Security as well as the Organized
Crime committees. In addition, he’s an active member of the BC Association of Chiefs of Police, the International
Association of Chiefs of police, and the Major Cities Chiefs Association.
This marks the end of Gatineau Police Service Directeur Mario Harel’s presidency and the reins of the CACP were
officially passed on to Chief Palmer during an event held Tuesday night, August 14th.
Incoming president, Chief Palmer, offered the following statement about his predecessor: “On behalf of the
membership, I would like to thank Directeur Harel for his outstanding leadership and dedication as President.
During his term, he guided the efforts of the association in influencing major, national public safety issues, like
the development of cannabis legislation and preparing police agencies for the upcoming legalization of
marijuana. He also led the CACP through an emerging national crisis: the fentanyl crisis. He is a proud
representative of the Quebec police services and strong supporter of communications and bilingualism to
improve the CACP’s operations and further enhance the national character of the organization.”
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On his upcoming mandate as President of the CACP, Chief Palmer went on to say: “Directeur Harel has left big
shoes to fill, and I’m thrilled that he will be staying on our Board as the Past President. We are well-positioned
to take the CACP to the next level by drawing on the strengths of police leaders across Canada. Together, we can
align our work with the strategic priorities of the association and continue to make a difference at a national
level. I look forward to working with our committees, members, partners and other stakeholders to ensure
Canadians can continue to enjoy safe communities.”
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For further information or to arrange a media interview, please contact:
Natalie Wright
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police
Communications Advisor
communications@cacp.ca
613.838.8807

Tim Smith
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police
Government Relations & Strategic Communications
timsmith2000@rogers.com
613.601.0692

The Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police was established in 1905 and represents approximately 1,000
police leaders from across Canada. The Association is dedicated to the support and promotion of efficient
law enforcement and to the protection and security of the people of Canada. Through its member police
chiefs and other senior police executives, the CACP represents in excess of 90% of the police community in
Canada which include federal, First Nations, provincial, regional and municipal, transportation and military
police leaders.

